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News Release 
For immediate release: August 20, 2007 

Contact:  Cathy Ferrari, 614-292-5823 
cferrari@osuairport.org 

For Immediate Release 
 

University Airport to begin Noise Study 
 
 

COLUMBUS, OH (August 20,1007) --The Ohio State University has received a grant 
from the Federal Aviation Administration to begin a Federal Aviation Regulations Part 
150 Noise and Land Use Compatibility Study for the University Airport.   
 
The Part 150 Noise Study will document noise levels from current aircraft operations and 
forecasted future operations. It will also develop recommendations for reducing potential 
aircraft noise exposure for surrounding communities.  
 
The engineering firm of Reynolds, Smith & Hills, Inc. (RS&H) has been selected to 
oversee the project. RS&H, headquartered in Jacksonville, Florida, is one of the 
industry’s leading facilities and infrastructure consulting firms. San Francisco-based ESA 
Airports, one of the top firms for conducting aircraft noise analyses and preparing 
environmental documentation, will conduct the noise analysis as a subcontractor to 
RS&H. 
 
“We are pleased that the FAA is supporting our effort to understand the noise impact on 
our surrounding neighbors,” said Doug Hammon, Airport Director. “We have assembled a 
strong team of industry experts to manage this project and make recommendations 
based on best practices throughout the country.” 
 
A Part 150 Committee representing neighboring municipalities, airport users and other 
stakeholders will provide feedback and comment throughout the study. That committee 
will meet several times to review analysis and offer suggestions about the 
recommendations being considered. In addition, three public open houses will be 
conducted to answer questions and collect comments from interested individuals.  A 
public hearing will be held in conjunction with the final open house. The FAA will be 
involved in various stages of the process. 
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The study will be completed in two phases. The first phase, beginning in September, will 
identify the Noise Exposure Maps (NEMs). NEMS are the official noise contours for the 
airport and are prepared for the existing airport conditions as well as for projected 
conditions into the future. This phase of the study will cost $533,673, and will be funded 
at 95% through an FAA Fiscal Year 2007 Airport Improvement Program grant.  The 
remainder of the cost will be borne by the Airport. 
 
The second phase of the study will develop a Noise Compatibility Program (NCP) for the 
Airport. The NCP will recommend steps that can be taken to mitigate the impacts of 
aircraft noise on noise sensitive land uses. This phase of the study is expected to be 
funded through a combination of an FAA Fiscal Year 2008 Airport Improvement Program 
grant and Airport funds. The study is expected to be completed in two years. 
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For more information, contact  
Marie Keister, ENGAGE 
(614) 565-2819 
mkeister@engagepublicaffairs.com 
 
Cathy Ferrari, OSU Airport 
 (614) 292-5823 
cferrari@osuairport.org 
 
April 11, 2008 – For immediate release       
 
 

OSU Airport seeks public input on noise and land use study 
 

COLUMBUS, OH – The Ohio State University Airport will hold an open-house public meeting 

on Thursday, April 24th to enable the public to learn more about the Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) 

Part 150 Noise and Land Use Compatibility Study being conducted at the Airport. 

 

The open house will be held 7 to 9 p.m. at OSU Airport Hangar 1 (entrance next to Barnstormer 

Restaurant), 2160 West Case Rd., Columbus, OH 43235. A presentation will be made at 7:30 p.m. 

Consultants and Airport staff will be on hand to discuss the progress of the Part 150 Study as well as 

listen to any concerns the public may have regarding aircraft noise. 

 

Residents will learn of the noise study process, the technical analyses completed to date and will 

be able to review draft Day-Night Average Sound Level (DNL) contours for OSU Airport. These noise 

contour maps are developed based on aircraft operations occurring at the Airport today, as well as 

predictions on operations at least five and 20 years in the future. 

 

Based on public input and additional technical analysis, the noise exposure maps will be further 

refined and submitted to The Ohio State University and the FAA for acceptance. This will be followed by 

Phase 2 of the Part 150 Study, when potential noise compatibility alternatives will be evaluated. 

 

The public can learn more information by going online at www.OSUAirportPart150.com. 

 

### 
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Dear Editor, 
 

On Thursday, April 24th residents will have the opportunity to learn firsthand about the Federal Aviation 

Regulations (FAR) Part 150 Noise and Land Use Compatibility Study currently being conducted at The 

Ohio State University Airport. 

 

The open house will be held 7 to 9 p.m. at OSU Airport Hangar 1, with a formal presentation at 7:30 p.m. 

Residents will learn of the noise study process, the technical analyses completed to date and will be able 

to review and provide input on the draft Day-Night Average Sound Level (DNL) contours for OSU 

Airport.  

 

Noise contour maps are developed based on aircraft operations occurring at the Airport today, as 

well as predictions on operations at least five and 20 years in the future.  Contours are calculated 

by an integrated noise model that uses numerous data sources. These data sources have been 

vetted by the University, the technical consultants and the OSU Airport Part 150 Technical 

Subcommittee. The research and analysis conducted to verify the data goes well beyond FAA 

guidelines, and is much more comprehensive than the analysis typically employed at general 

aviation airports across the nation that have conducted similar studies. 

 

Based on public input and additional technical analysis, the noise exposure maps will be further 

refined and submitted to The Ohio State University and the FAA for acceptance. This will be 

followed by Phase 2 of the Part 150 Study, when potential noise compatibility alternatives will 

be evaluated. For more information, see www.OSUAirportPart150.com. 

 
Submitted by: 
Marie Keister 
OSU Airport Part 150 Study Public Involvement Lead 
Engage Communications 
7759 Crawley Dr. 
Dublin, OH 43017 
(614) 565-2819 
 

http://osuairport.org/part150study/
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Letter

Ohio State airport chief
thankful for public input
To the editor:
Ohio StateUniversitywould like

to thank area residents, students,
pilots, elected officials and others
for attending the April 24 public
meeting and providing thoughtful
input to the Federal AviationReg-
ulations Part 150 Noise and Land
Use Compatibility Study currently
being conduct~d at the airport.
UsingFM guidelinesandindus-

try best practices, the Reynolds,
Smith and Hills consultant team
has spent sixmonths analyzingair-
craft activity at the OSU airport.
They determined the extent of the
noise that exists around the airport
today, and is expected to exist
around the airport in the future.

To that end, we are actively
working to secure the FAA's sup-
port and funding for Phase II of
this study process. This next step
would evaluate a broad range of
aircraftoperationalproceduresand
land use practices to help further I

reduce noise impacts on sur- 'I

rounding neighborhoods. I

The draft noise exposure con- 1

tour maps and all public meeting I

materials are available at
www.OSUAirportPartl50.com.
PUblic comments can also be
provided at any time via theWeb
site.

The analysis has determined that
the 65 Day-Night Sound Level
(DNL) contour - the FAA's
threshold for Significant noise -
falls mainly within airport prop-
erty. Land uses falling outside the
65 DNL contour are considered
compatible.
While the airport is not required

by the FAA to pursue noise abate-
ment strategies when the 65 DNL
noise levels do not reach into res"
idential neighborhoods, the uni-
versityunderstands that noise con-
cerns continue to exist throtlghout
the surrounding community, and
remains committed to further
exploring noise abatement strate-
gies.

Doug Hauuuou, director
Ohio StateUuiversity Airport

http://www.OSUAirportPartl50.com.
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Letter: OSU Airport expansion is unnecessary at this time 
 

To the Editor: 
 
Like most people paying attention to the debate on expanding the OSU Airport, I 
am confused and frustrated by all the acronyms and endless speeches. However, 
there are some very clear and understandable reasons for not spending over $27 
million of taxpayers' dollars on the airport expansion. 
 
The federal government is broke and hopelessly indebted for generations to come. 
 
A corporate jet getaway is simply not needed in a county that already has three 
large and underused airports within 35 minutes of the OSU Airport. The airport is 
doing great damage to its neighbors to the east. There has been virtually no 
mitigation action taken to fix the current problems for over 10 years. Why should 
we believe they will do anything when they get what they want? 

Why should we trust the data from a federal agency whose job, in large part, is to 
develop and grow general aviation airports like OSU? 
 
Thousands of noise complaints and petition signers against this ill-conceived plan 
have, for the most part, been dismissed. 
 
From a cost-to-benefit standpoint, this is a boondoggle; too much money and too 
much damage will be done to the surrounding communities in terms of quality of 
life and property values, whereas far too few will benefit at the expense of many. 
 
Tony Pello 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Worthington News 
 
Residents still upset by Part 150 'flaws' 
Wednesday,  June 4, 2008 1:19 PM  

 
By CANDY BROOKS 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  

Back before Worthington City Council on Monday with allegations that the Part 150 study is seriously flawed, 
Scott Whitlock was asked if there was any way to encourage consultants to take the complaints seriously.  

"If we are not satisfied, we will ask the FAA to reject the model that has been done," Whitlock said. 
"I don't know if that has ever been done in one of these Part 150 studies."  

The Part 150 study is being conducted by consultants hired by Ohio State University to document 
noise levels from current and future aircraft at its airport.  

It was undertaken in part at the request of Worthington City Council, which has concerns about the 
amount of noise being generated by Don Scott Field. That noise level is expected to increase in 
Worthington if the airport extends the length of its northern runway.  

The study is nearing completion of Phase I, which documented current and future noise levels around 
the airport.  

That must be submitted to the FAA for approval before moving into Phase II, which will develop 
recommendations for reducing noise levels.  

On April 24, the Reynolds, Smith, and Hills consultant team reported to the public that noise around 
the airport is not loud enough to be considered significant by the FAA.  

But Whitlock and his neighbor, Kim Nixon-Bell, have done extensive research and analysis and 
contend that some of the data used to reach that conclusion were inaccurate.  

In developing their fleet mix numbers, consultants relied on data from the Columbus Port Authority, 
which was only able to supply one-fourth of the actual operation figures from Don Scott. The rest of 
the number was based on assumption, Whitlock said.  

When he and Nixon-Bell conducted their own actual counts, they found the consultants figures to be 
consistently lower than the actual number, he said.  

He pointed out that the OSU airport is the fourth largest in Ohio and should be held to the same 
standards as a commercial airport.  

He said he observed some of the Part 150 study done at Port Columbus, and it was done very 
professionally.  

"This is not being done to the same standard," he said.  

Whitlock and Nixon-Bell submitted to council the questions and comments they presented to the 
consultants.  



Neither those, nor questions submitted by the WOOSE, the organization opposing airport expansion, 
have been answered by the consultants.  

WOOSE vice president Jane Weislogel said that organization submitted 18 pages of questions which 
came from residents following the April 24 public open house.  

Time for public comment and questions was limited at that meeting, she said. People were 
disappointed that their questions were not addressed.  

On behalf of the consulting team, Marie Keister replied to Weislogel with an e-mail that stated, "Due 
to the volume of comments received, we will be unable to respond to each individual comment and 
question as they come into us."  

She added that all of the comments and questions would be reviewed by the consultant team and 
would be included in the Part 150 noise study exposure maps which will be submitted to the FAA.  

"People thought they were going to have answers to their questions," Weislogel told council.  

She said the public feels they were used by the consultants, who are required to receive public input 
on the study.  

"Residents are disappointed and believe they were misled," she said.  
 









Consultant lauds airport complaint system; critics 
say ESA did not complete full task 
 
Wednesday,  July 23, 2008 12:27 PM  
By CANDY BROOKS 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
 
The noise complaint system at Don Scott Field is working well, and in some cases the airport is doing more 
than expected of a general aviation airport of its size.  

That is the conclusion of a review of the system completed by ESA Airports, the consultant hired by 
Ohio State University to do the Part 150 Study.  

As part of that study, the consultants looked at how well the noise complaint system is functioning at 
the OSU Airport.  

"In many instances, our findings revealed OSUA goes above and beyond best practices for recording 
and responding to complaints," according to a memorandum dated June 12 and released by the 
Airport last week.  

The review recommends several ways to streamline the process, including researching fewer 
complaints, although Airport spokesperson Cathy Ferrari notes that all complaints will continue to be 
recorded.  

The Airport receives approximately 400 to 500 complaints each month from people who live nearby 
and are bothered by the noise of aircraft using the Northwest side airport. Complaints are received by 
phone, email, and via the airport's WebScene. On that site, computer users can track flights to do 
their own research as well as fill out complaint forms.  

According to Ferrari, about 10 people file 80 percent of the complaints.  

The consultant recommends that only one complaint per email or phone call be recorded, and that 
airport staff limit the number of complaints researched to five per month per household.  

The current limit is 10.  

"There was not a lot of value in looking at one person who files 200 complaints in a month," Ferrari 
said.  

Among other recommendations were that WebScene be made more accessible; that phone 
complaints no longer be written up verbatim; and that educational materials be sent to first-time 
callers.  

"We think it validates what we've been doing," Ferrari said.  

Kim Nixon-Bell of WOOSE (We Oppose Ohio State airport Expansion) said the organization has 
several problems with the consultant's review, beginning with the fact that they did not do what was 
required by the Part 150 Study Scope of Work as written under the heading "Review of Noise 
Complaint Data."  



That written task requires that all aircraft noise complaints be reviewed and that complaints be 
analyzed to identify and evaluate trends, concentration of complaints, and aircraft types involved in 
higher levels of complaints.  

"It appears they didn't do what they were supposed to do," she said.  

She said that the consultants did not contact WOOSE for their concerns.  

"How do you make recommendation when you don't know what the problems are," Nixon-Bell said.  

WOOSE complaints are cited in the report, but WOOSE member Jane Weislogel said the consultants 
received only a few of its complaints and did not look at the organization's extensive research.  

The consultants downplayed what she says are extensive mistakes made in documenting complaints.  

"They (consultants) talk about missing a few here and there," she said. "They didn't bother to check 
with us."  

Rather than comparing the OSU Airport noise complaint system with those at large, west coast 
airports, as the consultants did in the report, they should have looked at the system used by the 
Columbus Regional Airport Authority, which handles complaint for Port Columbus, Rickenbacker 
and Bolton Field, Nixon-Bell suggested  

Several WOOSE members visited that office recently and were impressed with its system of 
researching and filing complaints. The records were complete and well-done, Nixon-Bell said.  

The OSU consultant should not recommend fewer records, she said.  
 



Flying right 
 
Ohio State University's airport is doing its best to deal with concerns  
Monday, July 28, 2008 2:51 AM  - Columbus Dispatch Editorial 
 
Some of the people who live near and under the flight paths of Don Scott Field are 
uncomfortable living in the 21st century version of Columbus. They would like Ohio State 
University's airport to revert to the sleepy little airstrip of its founding in 1942, when the greater 
Columbus population was less than half of today's.  

But a static city is not a healthy city. Columbus is a vibrant community because it has grown 
steadily. And as it grew, so also did its transportation needs. 

Don Scott Field is meeting aviation needs of Ohio State University and area businesses and 
residents. It perennially ranks fourth or fifth in takeoffs and landings among all Ohio airports, 
including Port Columbus and Cleveland Hopkins International airports. 

Despite a study that found noise levels around Don Scott are acceptable under federal standards 
and an analysis that found OSU officials going further than necessary to respond to complaints, 
certain neighbors remain unhappy. They will not be satisfied, because their true agenda is to 
throw every possible hurdle in the way of the airport's plans to lengthen a runway and add 
hangars. 

The hangars would meet the growing needs of OSU's aviation program and area businesses. The 
runway changes aim to improve safety and could have a side benefit of quieting the landings. 

A new aircraft-tracking and complaint system installed last year can identify exactly which 
flyovers cause noise that draws neighbors' wrath. Within months of its installation, however, 
airport officials discovered that of the 300 to 400 noise complaints received each month, 80 
percent were from six to eight people. 

So, instead of responding personally to every complaint, as they had intended, time constraints 
forced them to limit their responses to 10 per month per person. 

Airport officials and the airport's customers have mitigated noise in many ways, including 
reducing night flights, which disturbed some residents' sleep. Development in the northwest 
quadrant of the county has expanded immensely since the airport was built. Do the same 
residents also gripe about the traffic noise and congestion from the many highways and major 
streets in the area? 

At two different points in the airport's history, OSU presidents who faced the legislature's 
continual stinginess with funding for higher education considered the possibility of selling or 
leasing Don Scott field to provide income for the university. Fortunately for the Northwest Side, 
the sale did not occur. 



The airport and OSU's surrounding agricultural fields provide a pleasant visual break in the 
commercial and residential landscape. Drivers heading to and from the many shopping centers 
along Sawmill Road can pass by horses and cows grazing in fields. 

No wonder many airport neighbors were disturbed by the possibility of a sale. They recognized 
that Don Scott is an asset to their community. Its benefit to the Columbus-area economy has 
been estimated at more than $100 million annually. 

The airport should make whatever improvements officials believe are necessary to meet the 
needs of one of the nation's largest universities and Ohio's largest city. 

 



Columbus Dispatch 

Letter to Editor 

 
Don Scott Field could be put to better use 
Monday,  August 4, 2008 3:08 AM  
 
Last Monday's Dispatch editorial "Flying right" is succinct commentary regarding benefits from 
Don Scott Field to our community. The editorial alluded to the two important issues regarding 
Don Scott: the noise factor and the highest and best use of the land containing the air facility. 
But these issues might be more complicated than outlined by The Dispatch.  

Several years ago, I served on a study committee that recommended the consolidation of Port 
Columbus, Rickenbacker Airport and Bolton Field under the control of what is now the 
Columbus Regional Airport Authority. During that study, we learned that managing and 
maintaining an airport is extremely expensive. 

It is a given that Port Columbus and Rickenbacker have excess flight capacity. If the aircraft 
normally flying in and out of Don Scott used that excess capacity, Port Columbus and 
Rickenbacker would realize sorely needed additional revenue. Like it or not, the noise from 
planes operating in and out of Don Scott is a nuisance to many of its neighbors.  

Don Scott occupies hundreds of acres that could be opened for productive, creative 
development. Such development might be more beneficial to Ohio State University and the 
community than the airport. It might be time for requisite public officials to collectively 
undertake an in-depth study of all aspects of the public ownership and use of Don Scott.  

The study might evaluate operational cost-effectiveness, alternative uses, nuisance factors, 
potential of satisfying businesses' needs and OSU's aviation department needs at Port 
Columbus, Rickenbacker or elsewhere. Admittedly, if the study indicates that it is in the public's 
interest to close the airport at Don Scott and relocate its functions, there could be irreconcilable 
political turf battles.  

Nevertheless, the results of the study should be of great interest to all concerned. The 
politicians, community leaders and OSU administrators might even pleasantly surprise us all 
and agree to a plan that is for the common good. 

JULES L. GAREL  
Bexley  

 





Northwest Columbus News 

Published: Tuesday, October 21, 2008 8:00 AM EDT 

 
NEWS BRIEF 
Part 150 study meeting Nov. 6 
 
The Ohio State University Airport will host a public meeting regarding the next phase of the Part 150 
Noise Compatibility Study Thursday, Nov. 6 
 
The open house will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. in the OSU Airport Hangar 1 -- entrance next to 
Barnstormers Restaurant -- 2160 West Case Rd., Columbus, OH 43235. 
 
The open house will follow a Part 150 committee meeting at MedFlight, in the training room at 2827 
W. Dublin Granville Rd., Columbus, OH 43235 from 2 to 4 p.m. that same day. 

There are two main purposes for the meetings: the first being to provide another opportunity to 
review and provide input on the updated Noise Exposure Maps resulting from the first phase of the 
study; the second being to introduce the Noise Compatibility Program phase of the study, said Marie 
Keister, president of Engage Communications LLC, who is working with the OSU Airport from a public 
affairs standpoint in a news release. 
 
The Noise Compatibility Program phase will consist of a team that will review current noise abatement 
guidelines at OSU Airport, and discuss additional types of noise abatement procedures that other 
airports have established to reduce noise exposure. 
 
The team will also discuss potential land use compatibility measures to prevent incompatible land uses 
from being developed, said Keister. 
 
"They will look at the current abatement guidelines at the OSU Airport," Keister said, "but also they 
will look at procedures from other airports to see if they might apply here." 
 
Keister said additional noise abatement and land use suggestions will be sought from the Part 150 
Committee and the public. 
 

Additional information can be found on the Web site www.OSUAirportPart150.com. 
 
 

http://osuairport.org/part150study/


Public invited to discuss airport noise 
Two meetings with Part 150 Committee to be held at Medflight on Nov. 6  
 
Wednesday,  October 22, 2008 2:56 PM  
 
B
T
 

y CANDY BROOKS 
hisWeek Staff Writer  

Residents have long complained about the noise generated by Don Scott Field. On Nov. 6, they 
will have an opportunity to project their voices into a plan to abate that noise.  

Two public meetings are set for that day.  

From 2 to 4 p.m., the Part 150 Committee will meet at the Medflight training room, 2827 W. 
Dublin-Granville Road. The meeting is open to the public.  

From 7 to 9 p.m., a public open house will be held at the OSU Airport Hangar One, 2160 W. 
Case Road. A presentation will be made at 7:30 p.m.  

The purpose of both meetings is to provide an opportunity to review the updated draft Noise 
Exposure Maps (NEMs). The originals were presented to the public at a meeting on April 24, 
and have undergone "minor adjustments," according to Marie Keister, spokesperson for the Part 
150 Study.  

The meetings' second purpose is to introduce the noise compatibility phase of the study, which 
will include a review of current noise abatement guidelines at the airport and a discussion of 
additional types of abatement that other airports have established to reduce noise.  

The Part 150 Noise Study began approximately a year ago, after the city of Worthington and the 
Ohio State University Airport received thousands of complaints about the noise generated by 
aircraft using the facility.  

The purpose of the study is to document noise levels from current aircraft operations and planned 
future operations. It will also develop recommendations for reducing potential aircraft noise 
exposure for surrounding communities.  

By feeding information about fleet type, numbers of flights, and altitude into an FAA-accepted 
model, consultants last spring came up with an NEM which showed that, except in small areas, 
the noise generated by the airport is not loud enough to warrant FAA-sponsored abatements.  

Though some community members have questioned the validity of the NEM, few changes have 
been made, Keister said.  

The updated version will be made available to Part 150 Committee members about five days 
before the meeting, she said, and will be placed in local libraries for public review a few days 
later.  



The public will have 30 days from the day of the public meeting to make comments on any 
changes they would like to see in the report or the NEM. Both will be submitted to the OSU 
board of trustees and to the FAA by the end of the year.  

The November meetings will kick off the noise compatibility portion of the study. Noise 
abatement procedures already in use at Don Scott will be reviewed, as will procedures being 
used at other airports across the country.  

Currently at the OSU airport, pilots are discouraged from using thrust reversing; engine revving 
is prohibited from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m.; a volunteer curfew on stage two jets is in effect from 10 
p.m. to 7 a.m.; and "touch and go" operations are prohibited from 11 p.m. to 7 a.m.  

Keister said that all of the prohibitions are actually guidelines that cannot be enforced.  

For the next six months or so, while the FAA is reviewing the NEMs and Part 150 report, 
consultants will review public input on noise concerns, she said. Some procedures may be 
implemented to see if they are feasible.  

Consultants will then return to inform the public on which procedures worked.  

Any new procedures must be approved by OSU and the FAA.  

"The FAA is in charge of our skies," Keister said.  

According to the noise contours as reflected in the updated NEM, the airport does not exceed 
FAA-accepted noise standards, and no noise abatement procedures are necessary, she pointed 
out.  

The university decided to pursue noise abatement on its own as a way to be a good neighbor, she 
said.  

"The university has an ongoing dialog with the neighbors and is committed to seeing what they 
can do to explore other strategies to rescind noise concerns," she said.  

cbrooks@thisweeknews.com  

 
 
 



Airport study looks at solutions to noise problems 
Tuesday, November 11, 2008 8:09 PM  
 
By CANDY BROOKS 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
 
For years, residents of the village of Riverlea have complained about the noise generated by 
planes preparing to land at Don Scott Field.  

Sometimes the planes are so low, she can wave to the pilots, said Riverlea Mayor Mary Jo 
Cusack. 

"They are lowering their flaps and getting ready to land over Riverlea," she said during a meeting 
of the Part 150 Committee last Thursday afternoon. 

Cusack and other Riverlea residents have aired their concerns in the past, but last week was 
different, because the emphasis turned to finding solutions as the lengthy study of noise at the 
Ohio State University Airport moved into its second phase. 

Out of this phase will come a Noise Compatibility Plan, which may result in steps being taken to 
mitigate some of the noise over Riverlea, Worthington and other residential areas near the 
airport. 

After hearing Cusack's concerns, Cardinal Health pilot James Porterfield, a member of the Part 
150 Committee, said he would be willing to try different types of landings to see which is 
quieter. 

Lowell Dowler of Worthington Industries agreed that pilots may have to train in new methods of 
landings in the future to be more sensitive to nearby residents. 

Those are the kinds of problems and suggested solutions that will be compiled during the noise 
abatement phase of the study. 

Part 15 Study consultant Steve Alverson of ESA Airports said the recommendations will be 
studied in terms of operational impacts and costs before a final list is narrowed down and 
presented to the University and the FAA for final approval. 

Anyone who would still like to share thoughts can mail or e-mail comments by Dec. 6. 
Addresses are available on the OSU Airport Web site. 

Two meetings were held last Thursday. The afternoon session involved committee members, 
which includes pilots and other aviation professionals as well as representatives of the 
jurisdictions surrounding the airport. It was held at the MedFlight Training Center. 

Approximately 50 people attended an evening session, held in a hangar at the airport. 



Other suggestions from the committee meeting include updating the flight track system 
periodically; training new pilots in the noise abatement methods already in effect; working with 
Port Columbus to allow pilots taking off to the east to fly farther and higher before turning. 

Attorney David Zoll, representing the city of Worthington, several times requested that single-
event level maps be provided. 

The only noise-level maps included in the record of the first phase of the study measured DNLs, 
which are averages of the day and nighttime decibel levels. 

However, to get a true picture of the effects of noise on neighborhoods, one must consider the 
single-event level. A home may have a 65 DNL, which is considered acceptable by the FAA, but 
may experience decibel levels of 85 or 90 several times during a day, Alverson explained. 

Alverson assured Zoll and others that single-event noise levels will be considered during the next 
part of the study. 

According the results of the first phase, areas affected by 65 DNLs are restricted to airport 
property. By FAA standards, that means no abatement measures are necessary in surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

Still, the university plans to move ahead, though the FAA and the university must ultimately 
approve any noise compatibility measures. 

"The university understands there is noise exposure beyond those contours," he told the audience 
at the evening hearing. 

Laura Ross and Janet Hanson, who live on Castle Crest Drive, said they also want noise from 
training flights to be addressed. 

Hanson, who has lived on the street for 30 years, said she noticed the noise getting worse about 
five years ago. 

Some days are worse than others, and last Thursday was bad, they said. 

Before they came to the meeting, they counted 19 flights directly above their neighborhood 
between 4:05 and 4:50 p.m. 

They were concerned about recent news reports of additional planes and additional flight lessons 
to be added at the airport. 

"I question why, instead of trying to alleviate a problem, you are feeding it," Ross said. 

Training flights, or so-called touch and goes, generally use the shorter, north runway. 



Plans call for lengthening that runway, which would result in jets moving to the north runway, 
and training flights to the south, Alverson explained earlier in the day. 
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OSU Airport noise study is entering its second phase 
By DONAVON CAMPBELL 
Published: Wednesday, November 12, 2008 1:11 PM EST  
 

Some neighbors of the Ohio State University Airport still feel more than a little 
uneasy as plans for the expansion of the airport's north runway continue to move 
slowly forward. 
 
The airport hosted a public open house Thursday, Nov. 6, to discuss with residents 
both the ending of the first phase of the Part 150 Noise Study and the beginning of 
the second phase of the process, the Noise Compatibility Study. 
 
The study must be completed and submitted to the Federal Aviation Administration 
for approval. 
 
"(The first phase) is more mechanical, methodical," said Steve Alverson, of 
Environmental Science Associates, a subcontracted consultant performing the 
study. 

During the first phase of the Part 150 Study the main focus was creating noise 
exposure maps, or contoured maps detailing how much noise came from the airport 
and where it was distributed. 
 
The OSU Airport held a similar open house in April to share the findings and, 
according to the study results, the airport currently meets FAA standards and is 
projected to do so even after an expansion of the north runway from 3,000 feet to 
6,000 feet, a move that is expected to increase traffic at the airport. 
 
"(Now) all of us can be creative," Alverson said. "We know what the noise exposure 
is, now what do we do about it?" 
 
Alverson said the second phase will consist of not only identifying more specific 
problem areas, but also what measures might possibly be taken to alleviate some 
of the issues. 
 
According to the study, some consistent concerns voiced by residents have been 
the amount of training activity at the airport, helicopter operations, jet operations, 
departure flight tracks and night-time operations. 
 
Alverson explained a laundry list of possible noise abatement measures to the 
crowd including preferential runway use, changes in piloting techniques, changes in 
flight path geometry and even changes in airport layout. 
 
"Now is the exciting part, "Alverson said, adding that the Ohio State University has 



voiced its intention to make use of the Noise Compatibility Study regardless of the 
FAA's final decision. 
 
The Part 150 Advisory Committee, consisting of local officials, area residents and 
other parties with a vested interest in the results of the study met in the afternoon 
prior to the open house. 
 
Marie Keister, of Engage Public Affairs, the public relations company working with 
the OSU Airport on the Part 150 study, said she thinks that, while solutions might 
be slow to come, parties both for and against the expansion seem to be making 
their way toward some kind of common ground. 
 
"I think it's going all right," Keister said. 
 
"These processes require a lot of education (for residents), but they also require 
time for people to digest the information. 
 
"The people involved have really taken the time to study (this) and ask great 
questions," Keister said. 
 
"(The questions) aren't always easy. They aren't always comfortable. But that's a 
healthy dialogue that leads to a better outcome." 
 
Jane Weislogel, a Worthington resident, a member of the Part 150 Advisory 
Committee and vice president of the organization We Oppose Ohio State Airport 
Expansion, said she doesn't feel as good about how things have been going. 
 
"My concern is that it is gangbusters, 'let's move ahead,' and they haven't dealt 
with the noise problems here today," Weislogel said. 
 
Teresa Felten, who just moved to the area earlier this year, said she felt like 
residents were just getting lip service. 
 
"I'm feeling like I'm being shammed here," Felten said. "I can see that they're 
planning for more volume. 
 
"I didn't really hear a whole lot that can be done or will be done." 
 
ESA is collecting resident comments and concerns that will be added to the first 
phase of the Part 150 study and submitted to the FAA. 
 
Those who wish to officially voice a concern or find out more about the Part 150 
study and potential future expansion of the north runway at the OSU Airport can do 
so on the Web site OSUAirportPart150.com. 
 
The deadline for comments that will be added to the study is Dec. 6. 
 

http://osuairport.org/part150study/


Friday, December 5, 2008 

Noise study vindicates OSU airport 
expansion, but opponents disagree 
Business First of Columbus - by Carrie Ghose  

Results of a noise study appear to have toppled one obstacle to the planned 
expansion of Ohio State University Airport, much to the chagrin of some 
neighbors. 

But a runway extension and new hangars are at least five years off. 

The Ohio State-commissioned study indicates noise levels outside airport property, 
when averaged over 24 hours, are within the range of normal conversation – too 
quiet for the Federal Aviation Administration to require or pay for noise-
reduction programs. The airport is accepting comments through Dec. 6 before 
submitting the report to the FAA and starting an optional second phase of noise 
research. 

Residents about a mile away, mostly in Worthington where most noise complaints 
about the airport originate, say an average is not an accurate measurement of jets 
that awaken them at night or shake their cupboards. A projected 80 percent increase 
in airport traffic will make it worse, opponents say. 

Economic-development tool 

The airport since 1990 has proposed extending its shorter north runway to 6,000 
feet. Officials also want to build about 130 hangars over several years. A waiting list 
of 147 entities want to house aircraft at the facility along Dublin-Granville and 
Sawmill roads in northwest Columbus. 

“The airport is already a tool when it comes to economic development,” airport 
Director Doug Hammon said. 

About 10 percent of businesses scoping out the area for relocation ask about the 
availability of small airports, he said. 

While the longer runway would improve safety and efficiency, hangars would 
increase airport operations and revenue, Hammon said. The study projects annual 
takeoffs and landings would increase to 156,600 in 2027 from 87,200 last year, and 
average growth of 3 percent a year. 

About 360 planes would be based at the airport in 20 years, up from 230. The first 
50 hangars would be available in 2012 if approved by university trustees. One 

http://www.bizjournals.com/search/results.html?Ntt=%22Carrie%20Ghose%22&Ntk=All&Ntx=mode%20matchallpartial
http://columbus.bizjournals.com/columbus/gen/Ohio_State%20University%20Airport_DFB89E8049B84A9FA01E45BC19C10BB1.html
http://columbus.bizjournals.com/columbus/gen/Federal_Aviation%20Administration_D1B32F21D14E4BE4A9263C65AE2568CD.html


company has spent 12 years on the waiting list, which grows by 15 to 25 names a 
year. 

“That’s local businesses that would like to come in,” Hammon said. 

The longer runway also would increase airport use, the study said, citing NetJets 
Inc. as an example. NetJets, with its main operations at Port Columbus 
International Airport, told noise study consultants that one-fifth of its fleet using 
the OSU field would benefit from a longer runway, such as by carrying more fuel for 
longer nonstop flights. Those aircraft would probably increase use of the airport by 
15 percent. NetJets declined to comment. 

The runway and hangars would cost about $8 million each. The FAA pays for 95 
percent of runway projects, and the rest would come from airport operations and 
university bonds. Hammon hopes to present a plan late next year, after the second 
phase of the noise study is complete. 

Opponents: Fix the noise 

Meanwhile, the citizen group We Oppose Ohio State Airport Expansion is promising 
to stay true to its name. 

“We’re very much in favor of student pilots and the mission of the airport to help the 
(university’s) aviation program,” said Jane Weislogel of Worthington, the group’s 
vice president and a pilot. “We are not in favor of all the jet traffic that’s coming. It 
wasn’t here when we bought the house 40 years ago, and we were glad to be near the 
airport.” 

Opponents say the airport needs to fix its noise problems before expanding, and they 
question the need for an expansion. Despite OSU’s waiting list, Port Columbus has 
plenty of available hangars. 

“With Skybus leaving, there’s probably 100,000 square feet minimum of space 
available,” said William Tylka, vice president and general manager of the Columbus 
franchise of Million Air, a corporate charter service. He is not part of the opposition 
group but calls the OSU expansion a waste of federal money, noting Port Columbus 
offers 24-hour services such as a control tower, rescue and de-icing. 

The second phase of the noise study will use the same computer models that mapped 
noise levels to show where jet approaches and takeoffs create the most noise. Planes 
sound louder when flying low or making turns, for instance, so the airport could 
adjust flight patterns to avoid turns over homes, Hammon said. 

Opponents also want restrictions on late night flights, Weislogel said. Noise was 
measured at 94 decibels in her yard, similar to being 3 feet from a running blender. 

http://columbus.bizjournals.com/columbus/related_content.html?topic=NetJets%20Inc
http://columbus.bizjournals.com/columbus/related_content.html?topic=NetJets%20Inc
http://columbus.bizjournals.com/columbus/related_content.html?topic=Port%20Columbus%20International%20Airport
http://columbus.bizjournals.com/columbus/related_content.html?topic=Port%20Columbus%20International%20Airport


Hammon said he doesn’t think the airport poses a noise problem. Residents 
adjoining the field support the expansion, he said. Also, students would be able to 
learn more and interact with corporate pilots. 
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Text from Video: 
82 people work in the building. there have been no 
reports of illnesses associated with the mold. >>> officials 
at the ohio state university airport are saying they are 
trying to be good, considerate neighbors. residents who 
live nearby have raised concerns about the noise from 
planes travel to go and the airport. university consultants 
studied studied the concerns. tonight he shared some 
possible solutions with residents. scott well lives nearby 
at the end of one runway. he says the noise isn't bad 
now, but he's worried it could get much worse if that 
airport expands. >> i am concerned that with an 
increase in volume and an increase in size of aircraft that 
it could devalue the property of our house and our 
property values. >> according to the consultants, some 
possible solutions to preventing noise problems include 
changing flight schedules and runway use. the noise 
study should be completed by late spring. residents are 
encouraged to submit suggestions or concerns to airport
officials. >>> there's a new airline coming aboard 
columbus. air tran announced service to atlanta, fort 
meyers, and orlando, florida.
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ThisWeek Worthington   
December 30, 2008  
provided a monthly review of 2008  and included the following OSU Airport Part 150 updates:  
  
    April: Noise created by aircraft using the Ohio State University airport is not loud enough in nearby 
neighborhoods to qualify for federal abatement measures, according to phase one of the Part 150 Noise  
Study, which was presented at a public hearing. Consultants hired by the university to complete the study 
said that phase two might still provide recommendations for relief for residents near the airport. 
  
    June: Residents Scott Whitlock and Kim Nixon-Bell told city council that they continued to question the 
data used and conclusions reached in phase one of the Part 150 noise study. Whitlock said they if they 
were not satisfied, they might request that the FAA reject parts of the study.  
  
    November: Possible solutions to noise generated by aircraft at the Ohio State University airport 
became the focus of two public meetings held by consultants hired to complete the Part 150 
Study for the university. The study was moving into its second phase, which will result in a noise 
compatibility plan.  
  
    
 

 
The full article follows: 
 
'08 Brought Library, New Restaurants, Stores 
Tuesday,  December 30, 2008 10:26 AM  
By CANDY BROOKS 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
 
Despite any financial woes that may have quietly hit Worthington families and businesses during 2008, 
the city looked like it was thriving as several new restaurants, shops and even a library branch opened 
their doors during the year.  

There were a few signs that a recession had reached the local economy, with the sale of the Simsbury 
Place Condominiums at sheriff's sale, the lack of progress on redevelopment plans at Worthington 
Square, the failure to complete the CVS complex on High Street and the closing of the High Street 
Starbucks.  

But projects that had been planned during more prosperous times were completed throughout the city last 
year, beginning with the Jan Allmon Studio Gallery, Caffe Daniela and CVS in July, followed by Jason's 
restaurant in August.  

April brought the opening of the long-awaited Worthington Park Library, and in June ground was broken 
on the renovations and additions to the old Packard Annex, which is being transformed into the Peggy R. 
McConnell Arts Center of Worthington.  

The year might be even more remembered for its weather, as two extreme events closed businesses and 
schools and kept residents from their daily routines.  

It was late for snow, but a record 20-plus inches of it shut down the city on March 8.  

Then in mid-September, extreme winds from Hurricane Ike knocked down trees and poles and darkened 
the city for days. Some homes and schools were without power for a week and city crews struggled to 
clear streets of downed trees for even longer.  



The mass turnover in city staff which began the previous year continued into 2008, which saw the 
retirement of assistant city manager Paul Feldman, who left in April after 23 years in his position. Robyn 
Stewart, assistant city manager in Leavenworth, Kansas, was hired as his replacement.  

Then in December, the city-side exodus crept into the school district, when 25-year school administrator 
Paul Cynkar left to take a position with Battelle for Kids.  

The year was not without tragedy, as a 28-year-old Columbus man was killed in a hit-and-run accident in 
July, and a 7-year-old Worthington Park second grader was killed by her father in a tragic murder-suicide 
in November.  

Notable Worthington residents who died in 2008 included John McConnell, founder of Worthington 
Industries; Mark Eisenman, well-known community volunteer; former Kilbourne football star Christian 
Hallam; long-time school district administrator Bill Lane; and Tony Smith, son of Nicole Gnezda and the 
late Gary Smith.  

January  

Joe and Mary Jo Milano announced plans to open an authentic, Italian-style cafe in downtown 
Worthington. Caffe Daniela opened in July.  

Julie Keegan and Charlie Wilson took seats on the Worthington Board of Education.  

Hundreds of community members gathered to thank Lou Briggs for more than 40 years of service, 31 of 
them on Worthington City Council. She chose not to run for re-election in November 2007.  

February  

Paul Feldman, assistant city manager since 1985, announced plans to retire in April. His retirement 
followed closely that of long-time city manager Dave Elder, who retired the previous November after 26 
years as city manager.  

Drug-sniffing dogs searched the parking lot at Thomas Worthington High School, alerting officials to 13 
cars where drugs were detected. The search was done at the request of students, according to principal 
Jim Gaskill.  

A group of parents urged the school board to reinstate the National Honor Society at Worthington 
Kilbourne High School. The organization had been terminated because of problems with criteria used to 
elect members and an unwillingness of teachers to serve as advisers.  

Five ideas for new alternative programs within the high schools were presented to the public and to the 
school board.  

March  

A record snowfall of 20.4 inches brought the city to a near standstill on March 8.  

Bonnie Beth Mitchell, credited with building the Northwest Library into the hub of the community, retired 
from the Worthington Libraries.  

The Worthington Kilbourne High School Wind Ensemble played at the National Band and Orchestra 
Festival at Carnegie Hall.  



Fifty-four people applied for the assistant city manager's position.  

Well-known community volunteer Mark Eisenman died following a 14-month battle with brain cancer.  

The International Business Academy at Worthington Kilbourne and the Entrepreneurship Academy at 
Thomas Worthington were approved as schools-within-schools for the 2008-09 school year.  

April  

The Worthington Park Library, a branch of the Worthington Libraries, opened in a storefront in a shopping 
center at the corner of Worthington-Galena and Park roads.  

The Peggy R. McConnell Arts Center of Worthington received final approval from the Architectural 
Review Board, clearing the way for a planned June groundbreaking.  

Noise created by aircraft using the Ohio State University airport is not loud enough in nearby 
neighborhoods to qualify for federal abatement measures, according to phase one of the Part 150 Noise 
Study, which was presented at a public hearing. Consultants hired by the university to complete the study 
said that phase two might still provide recommendations for relief for residents near the airport.  

Four residents criticized the school board for eliminating the Home BASE program, through which 
Worthington Kilbourne High School students had been building homes for needy families for the past 
decade. School officials declined to give reasons for ending the program.  

May  

John H. McConnell, founder of Worthington Industries, died at age 84.  

Marilyn Hamilton, who successfully sued the district for discrimination in 1997, claimed age and gender 
bias when Thomas Worthington principal Jim Gaskill asked her to step down as a dean of students at that 
school. He said the decision was part of his plan to build a new administrative team at the high school. 
The team was to include high school football coach Scott Gordon, who eventually replaced Hamilton.  

New black-and-white police cruisers were unveiled.  

Tom Hastings, president of Computer Site Columbus, was named Small Business Person of the Year by 
the Worthington Area Chamber of Commerce.  

June  

Residents Scott Whitlock and Kim Nixon-Bell told city council that they continued to question the data 
used and conclusions reached in phase one of the Part 150 noise study. Whitlock said they if they were 
not satisfied, they might request that the FAA reject parts of the study.  

Staff at Slate Hill Elementary School unveiled to the public their plans to make the school the district's first 
International Baccalaureate school.  

Robyn Stewart, assistant city manager in Leavenworth, Kansas, was named assistant city manager.  

Former Kilbourne High School football star Christian Hallam drowned while rafting in the Olentangy River.  



Tony Smith, son of Nicole Gnezda and the late Gary Smith, was killed when a car struck his motorcycle in 
New York.  

A celebration of the beginning of the renovation the Arts Center was held at the Packard Annex building. 
On the front lawn, a 12-foot rattan, round sculpture was unveiled.  

July  

Bill Lane, former principal and assistant superintendent of the Worthington Schools, died at age 85.  

The Jan Allmon Studio Gallery opened in downtown Worthington. The artist recently moved to 
Worthington after operating galleries in Vermont and Virginia.  

After months of hearings and construction problems, the new CVS opened on High Street on the site of 
the former Jubilee Foods.  

Starbucks announced it would close the store at 530 High St. It was one of 600 nationwide that fell victim 
to the economy. It closed in September.  

Domingo Aparicio, a 28-year-old Mexico native, was killed by a hit-and-run driver as he walked along 
Schrock Road during the early morning hours of July 27. A Worthington-area woman was later indicted by 
the Franklin County Grand Jury in connection with the crime.  

August  

Jason Liu opened Jason's Restaurant, 6880 N. High St., to hungry waiting crowds. The new, two-story, 
brick restaurant features sleek modern decor and the same menu as the popular Jason's in Dublin.  

Sharon Township Police Lt. Terrell LaTour, 52, was charged with OVI after he was stopped by 
Worthington Police on Huntley Road.  

A group of national travel writers visited Worthington and later wrote several complimentary stories about 
the city's shops, restaurants, and other attractions.  

After originally reporting that the Worthington schools would receive a "continuous improvement" rating 
from the state, administrators discovered they had spoken too quickly. When all of the factors were 
considered, the district was rated as "excellent."  

September  

Worthington City Council requested that the Community Improvement Corporation (CIC) act as an agent 
of the city in analyzing possible uses of the 752 building. The former library and school administration 
building, now owned by the city, has been vacant since 2000.  

At its monthly meeting, CIC members said they have not ruled out recommending that the building be 
used as a restaurant, retail shops, or private offices. A parking study was ordered.  

A windstorm swept the city, downing hundreds of trees as well as telephone poles, and closing 
businesses and schools. Power was out in some homes for three days, while others were without 
electricity for up to a week.  



The CIC hired a planning firm to evaluate the possibility of redeveloping land on the south side of East 
Wilson Bridge Road, where small homes now stand.  

Singer Carole King drew a crowd of Barack Obama supporters to Urban Coffee in the Olentangy 
Shopping Center.  

October  

Simsbury Place Condominiums, the first Worthington condo complex to be built in decades, was sold at 
sheriff's sale.  

A three-year teachers' contract was approved by the school board and Worthington Education 
Association. A 2.85-percent increase in the base salary resulted in raises between 2.85 percent and more 
than 10 percent.  

Assistant superintendent of schools Paul Cynkar announced he would leave the district after 25 years of 
service to accept a position with Battelle for Kids.  

November  

Kevin Bacon was reelected representative from the 21st Ohio House district, and Pat Tiberi was 
reelected to his U.S. House of Representatives seat.  

The West Wilson Bridge Road bridge over state Route 315 was briefly closed, then opened to one-way 
traffic only after a truck carrying heavy equipment struck and damaged a supporting post. The temporary 
traffic signal is to remain in place until February, according to a spokesperson from the Ohio Department 
of Transportation.  

Possible solutions to noise generated by aircraft at the Ohio State University airport became the focus of 
two public meetings held by consultants hired to complete the Part 150 Study for the university. The study 
was moving into its second phase, which will result in a noise compatibility plan.  

A new veterans' memorial was dedicated at Flint Cemetery.  

Seven-year-old Kelli Shults, a second-grader at Worthington Park Elementary School, was killed by her 
father, who then killed himself.  

The winter farmers market returned for a second year, drawing large crowds to the popular event at the 
Griswold Center.  

December  

After many meetings to find ways to decrease spending, city council approved a $22-million budget. One 
area that will be cut is spending on crossing guards. Despite complaints from parents, council opted to 
end funding for guards next fall. City and school representatives promised to find a way to continue to pay 
for the adults who help children cross at city elementary schools.  

Worthington resident Ted Knapke was named interim assistant superintendent of schools. He will serve 
until a permanent replacement for Paul Cynkar can be hired.  



Council began discussing a possible increase to the surcharge that is added to everyone's water bill. If 
approved, the average residential water bill would increase by $44 a year. The discussion is to continue 
in January.  

The board and the union representing the 442 full-time-equivalent classified workers approved a three-
year contract. For the first two years, raises will be 2.85 percent, plus an average 1 percent step increase. 
Talks will reopen in 2010 to cover adjustments for 2011.  

The city learned it will receive $180,810 from the federal government to help pay for salaries and 
equipment costs incurred during the clean-up following the September windstorm.  
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Officials seek to quiet OSU Airport noise 
complaints 
* A noise study was conducted to establish noise contour maps that show how 
sound is distributed in the area surrounding the airport. 

 
By DONAVON CAMPBELL 
Published: Monday, January 26, 2009 10:06 AM EST 
 

The Ohio State University Airport is giving neighbors and area residents an opportunity to 
suggest additional options for potential noise abatement methods. 
 
A memorandum recently circulated by the airport and Environmental Science Associates -- a 
subcontracted consultant that performed the study and is now working on a Noise 
Compatibility Program -- is asking for any last suggestions for ways to reduce noise at the 
airport. 
 
"The memo summarizes and categorizes all the different input (about ways to reduce noise) 
we've received to date," said Marie Keister of Engage Public Affairs, the public relations 
company working with the OSU Airport. 
 
The Noise Compatibility Program is actually the second phase of the Part 150 process. 

The first phase, the noise study, was undertaken to establish noise contour maps that show 
how sound is distributed in the area surrounding the airport. 
 
OSU Airport External Relations Manager Cathy Ferrari said both phases are technically 
voluntary but will be used to guide development of the airport's master plan, including a 
potential expansion of the northern runway from 3,000 to 6,000 feet, a move that has 
raised concerns with neighbors, many of whom have complained that the longer runway 
would increase traffic and allow for larger, louder jets to make use of the airport. 
 
Keister said the list in the memo is broken down into three categories of abatement 
procedures, such as changing training flight patterns and implementing different regulations 
on jet and helicopter operations as well as mitigation procedures and then administrative 
changes. 
 
They have been compiled through suggestions gathered at public open houses, from the 
Part 150 Advisory Committee and from neighbors and area residents, as well as current 
industry regulations and procedures. 
 
"It's really the whole universe of options that people have proposed to us," Keister said. 
"Just because it's in that memo doesn't mean it's going to happen. It means we're going to 
evaluate whether or not it makes sense. 
 
"The options have to go under review and technical analysis to determine whether or not 



they would be applicable at OSU Airport." 
 
Although the deadline for last-minute suggestions is Saturday, Jan. 31, this will not be the 
last chance neighbors and area residents have to suggest changes, Keister said. 
 
Once the list of options has been finalized, the Environmental Science Association will be 
reviewing the suggestions and investigating which options are most feasible. The options 
that make the most sense will then be summarized in another memorandum that will be 
available for public scrutiny. 
 
Finally, the airport will likely hold a public meeting in late spring or early summer to gather 
further input from residents, Keister said. 
 
To view the Input on Noise Compatibility Program Measures to be Reviewed memo, visit 
osuairportpart150.com. 
 
To leave comments or suggestions, either click on the "contact us" link on the Web site or 
e-mail Keister directly at mkeister@ columbus.rr.com. 
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Airport: FAA's approval of noise study
'important step'
* Now, a firm is looking into noise abatement procedures at the Ohio State airport.
By DONAVON CAMPBELL
Published: Tuesday, July 14, 2009 5:17 PM EDT

 Text Size 

Ohio State University Airport officials have announced the Federal Aviation Administration has
accepted the noise exposure map results of a 2007-08 Part 150 Noise Study.

In a July 1 letter from FAA Environmental Protection Specialist Ernest Gubry to Airport Director
Doug Hammon, Gubry states that the FAA's acceptance of the maps means it acknowledges the
study was performed properly.

The acceptance of the maps -- which show both current noise levels and projected noise levels,
including the possible future expansion of the airport's north runway -- does not necessarily mean
an approval of "data, information or plans," Gubry said in the letter.

"It's an important step in the process," said Marie Keister, a spokeswoman for the airport. "It
means that the FAA recognizes that all the proper procedures have been followed so far and it
provides the foundation to create the Noise Compatibility Strategies moving forward."
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The Part 150 study, which was performed by the consulting firm Reynolds, Smith and Hill, was
undertaken by the airport as a means to find out how much impact a 3,000-foot expansion of the
north runway to a total of 6,000 feet would have on the surrounding area.

The expansion would shift current traffic and allow for more corporate jets to use the facility.

The study also was the first part of the procedure to receive FAA approval and, subsequently,
would make the OSU Airport eligible to receive federal funding.
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The results of the voluntary study showed the amount of noise impact off airport property was
acceptable by FAA standards, said OSU Airport External Relations Manager Kathy Ferrari.

Nevertheless, the airport is having Environmental Science Associates, a subcontracted consultant
to RS&H, complete a second phase of the study surrounding possible noise abatement procedures
that could be used at the airport in the future.

Environmental Science Associates has taken suggestions from residents as well as known noise
abatement measures into account and currently is testing the viability of those measures in the
case of OSU Airport.

When ESA comes up with a final list of suggestions, those will be presented at an open house at
the airport this fall, Keister said.

"The next step is to look at those" suggested noise abatement measures, Hammon said.

Hammon said the airport then would present the findings to the OSU board of trustees and the
FAA.

"We'll see what happens," Hammon said. "We're committed to at least looking at different
things."

The validity of the study has been contested by some residents around the airport.

Jane Weislogel, vice president of WOOSE, an organization of area residents who oppose airport
expansion, also served on both the Part 150 Committee and the Technical Committee.

She said previously that the issue is with both the accuracy of the study -- she said she does not
believe RS&H used completely accurate data -- and said noise exposure already is an issue, let
alone with an expansion of the north runway.

Hammon said there is a long way to go before expansion of the north runway could begin,
including future environmental impact studies for the FAA and approval of the project by the
board of trustees.

"We still have some hoops to jump through, both internal and external," Hammon said.

For more information, visit the Web site osuairportpart150.com or the WOOSE Web site,
woose.org.
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Consultants: OSU runway extension could
reduce din
* The expansion would allow the airport to shift student flights to an area less affected
by the noise, officials said.
By DONAVON CAMPBELL
Published: Tuesday, November 3, 2009 3:54 PM EST

 Text Size 

Ohio State University Airport officials say expansion of the north runway might lead to less noise
for their neighbors.

Officials from Environmental Science Associates, a consulting firm specializing in the impact of
airports on their surrounding environments, presented a list of 21 possible noise-abatement
procedures to the public during an open house at the airport Oct. 27.

The abatement procedures are the most recent step of a nearly two-year Part 150 Noise Study
during which the firm collected data and testimonials from neighbors.

Airport Director Doug Hammon said there are a number of ways an extended north runway could
alleviate noise issues.

"We've said all along that, in addition to the
safety issues, expansion of the runway will
actually reduce noise," Hammon said.

Hammon explained the expansion, which is still
likely five years off, would give the airport more
options for their landing system, allow for
spreading out traffic over the two runways, and
could make it possible to shift student flights
south to a route above the Bethel Road corridor
-- a commercial area that would be less affected
by the noise.

The Part 150 study, which was performed by the
consulting firm Reynolds, Smith and Hill --
Environmental Science Associates is a
subconsultant to RS&H -- was undertaken to
find out how much impact a 3,000-foot
expansion of the north runway to 6,000 feet
would have on the surrounding area.

The expansion would shift current traffic and allow for more corporate jets to use the facility.

The voluntary study is the first part of the procedure to receive FAA approval and would make
the OSU Airport eligible to receive federal funding.

ESA officials announced at an open house in April 2008 their study showed noise impact off
airport property was acceptable by FAA standards.
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Still, the study and its results have not been without their detractors.

Jane Weislogel, vice president of WOOSE, a local organization that opposes airport expansion,
also served on both the Part 150 Committee and the Technical Committee and has said the issue
is with both the accuracy of the study and the fact that noise exposure already is an issue
without an expansion of the north runway.

The airport does not properly investigate all of the complaints that come into the system, said
Weislogel, adding planes regularly fly over Worthington's historic downtown area, but complaints
logged away from the complainer's home are not considered.

Steve Alverson of ESA explained 41 procedures were considered, but many were eliminated
because they were not applicable.

The procedures are broken down into three categories: operational, land-use alternatives and
administrative measures.

The operational options include changes to either aircraft or ground operations at the airport;
land-use alternatives include possibilities such as land acquisition and zoning changes around the
airport; and administrative alternatives include changes in airport policy that likely would need
FAA approval.

Alverson said public testimony will be collected until Dec. 1 and added to the report presented to
the Ohio State University administration for consideration.

"The main thing we wanted to do was to be thorough," Alverson said. "To sort of go beyond the
typical Part 150 study to make sure the airport users and neighbors can feel comfortable with the
results ... and we feel we've done that."

Hammon said procedures that must go through the FAA likely will not be approved until 2011, but
other options, once approved by OSU, could be instituted in the meantime.

To find out more or to add comments to the report, visit osuairportpart150.com. To learn more
about opposition to the expansion, visit the WOOSE Web site, woose.org.
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OSU airport consultants present noise
abatement alternatives
Wednesday,  November 4, 2009 2:27 PM
By CANDY BROOKS
ThisWeek Staff Writer

Pilots using the Ohio State University airport may someday be encouraged to avoid noise sensitive
areas near the airport, and pilots in training may be forced to follow guidelines to restrict noisy "touch-
and-go" exercises.

But don't expect the flight path over the city of Worthington to change. And there is no peace and quiet
in the near future for the residents of Worthington's Castle Crest Drive, who during some hours must
endure a steady stream of low-flying training flights over their homes.

Those are some of the outcomes that became evident on Oct. 27, when the consultant who will
recommend airport noise abatement recommendations made a presentation to residents.

"There is virtually no mitigation you can use on the east side," said Clayton Drive resident Tony Pello.
"We've known that all these years."

He was among several Worthington residents who expressed their disappointment in the 21 noise
abatement alternatives presented at the meeting.

One of the most disappointed was a woman who lives on Castle Crest, who recounted the number of
low-flying training flights that had interrupted life on that street just that afternoon. Between 3 and 3:30
p.m., there was one per minute, she said.

Those pilots will not be directed to expand the area of their flights, because doing so would only
expose more people to the noise, said Steve Alberson, one of the consultants who presented the
report to the residents gathered at the airport.

"You are saying you are doing nothing for us because you don't want to bother anyone else," she said.

The consultants' recommendations will also not divert aircraft from the 050 turn, which means planes
will still take off at a 50-degree angle, with their lowest and loudest ascent over the some of the most
populous areas of Worthington.

Alberson said that air traffic controllers at Port Columbus said OSU planes must make that turn to
avoid planes using the major Columbus airport.

In a letter to Worthington City Council, Pello said the meeting made it clear that the OSU airport is
committed to expanding and has gone to great lengths in trying to pacify the FAA.

He urged council to request an environmental impact study to show the impact of an airport expansion
on Worthington, its schools, downtown area and Village Green.

Pello was one of the residents who brought the airport noise issue to council several years ago, when
the university announced plans to extend its northernmost runway.

At the request of council, the university agreed to conduct a Part 150 study to address noise issues at
the airport, which is located in Northwest Columbus, just west and south of Worthington.

Part one of the study concluded that only land on the airport grounds was sufficiently impacted by
noise, according to FAA guidelines, and that nearby homes were not eligible for noise abatement
actions.

The second phase, the Noise Compatibility Program (NCP) portion of the study addresses noise
concerns expressed by local residents.
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Consultants looked at several methods of reducing noise, and narrowed a list of 41 alternatives to 21,
which were presented last week.

The community has until Dec. 1 to provide written comments, which will be included in documentation
which will be submitted to OSU for approval. Once approved, the alternatives will be submitted to the
FAA for its review and approval.

The FAA has 180 days to review and decide whether to approve the recommended measures,

The FAA could approve all, some, or none of the recommendations, Alberson said.

The recommendations and report can be viewed, and comments made, through
www.OSUAirportPart150.com.

cbrooks@thisweeknews.com
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Consultants: OSU runway extension could
reduce din
* The expansion would allow the airport to shift student flights to an area less affected
by the noise, officials said.
By DONAVON CAMPBELL
Published: Tuesday, November 3, 2009 3:54 PM EST

 Text Size 

Ohio State University Airport officials say expansion of the north runway might lead to less noise
for their neighbors.

Officials from Environmental Science Associates, a consulting firm specializing in the impact of
airports on their surrounding environments, presented a list of 21 possible noise-abatement
procedures to the public during an open house at the airport Oct. 27.

The abatement procedures are the most recent step of a nearly two-year Part 150 Noise Study
during which the firm collected data and testimonials from neighbors.

Airport Director Doug Hammon said there are a number of ways an extended north runway could
alleviate noise issues.

"We've said all along that, in addition to the
safety issues, expansion of the runway will
actually reduce noise," Hammon said.

Hammon explained the expansion, which is still
likely five years off, would give the airport more
options for their landing system, allow for
spreading out traffic over the two runways, and
could make it possible to shift student flights
south to a route above the Bethel Road corridor
-- a commercial area that would be less affected
by the noise.

The Part 150 study, which was performed by the
consulting firm Reynolds, Smith and Hill --
Environmental Science Associates is a
subconsultant to RS&H -- was undertaken to
find out how much impact a 3,000-foot
expansion of the north runway to 6,000 feet
would have on the surrounding area.

The expansion would shift current traffic and allow for more corporate jets to use the facility.

The voluntary study is the first part of the procedure to receive FAA approval and would make
the OSU Airport eligible to receive federal funding.

ESA officials announced at an open house in April 2008 their study showed noise impact off
airport property was acceptable by FAA standards.
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Still, the study and its results have not been without their detractors.

Jane Weislogel, vice president of WOOSE, a local organization that opposes airport expansion,
also served on both the Part 150 Committee and the Technical Committee and has said the issue
is with both the accuracy of the study and the fact that noise exposure already is an issue
without an expansion of the north runway.

The airport does not properly investigate all of the complaints that come into the system, said
Weislogel, adding planes regularly fly over Worthington's historic downtown area, but complaints
logged away from the complainer's home are not considered.

Steve Alverson of ESA explained 41 procedures were considered, but many were eliminated
because they were not applicable.

The procedures are broken down into three categories: operational, land-use alternatives and
administrative measures.

The operational options include changes to either aircraft or ground operations at the airport;
land-use alternatives include possibilities such as land acquisition and zoning changes around the
airport; and administrative alternatives include changes in airport policy that likely would need
FAA approval.

Alverson said public testimony will be collected until Dec. 1 and added to the report presented to
the Ohio State University administration for consideration.

"The main thing we wanted to do was to be thorough," Alverson said. "To sort of go beyond the
typical Part 150 study to make sure the airport users and neighbors can feel comfortable with the
results ... and we feel we've done that."

Hammon said procedures that must go through the FAA likely will not be approved until 2011, but
other options, once approved by OSU, could be instituted in the meantime.

To find out more or to add comments to the report, visit osuairportpart150.com. To learn more
about opposition to the expansion, visit the WOOSE Web site, woose.org.
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More time for Part 150 cornments
Ohio State University Airport officials

have announced that the deadline for public
comments to be included in the Part 150
Noise and Land Use Compatibility Study
has been extended from Tuesday, Dec. l, to
Dec. I l.

The sfudy was undertaken as the airport
considers expansion ofthe northern runway
in the coming years, but also could be useb
to find ways to ieduce noise impact of the
airport on its surroundings.

The entire draft report is posted on the
Web at osuairporfpartl 50.com/documents.
hrml.

Comments can be sent to airport spokes-
woman Marie Keister at mkeister@Colum-
bgs.rr.com.

All comments will be included in the
final OSU Airport Part 150 Noise and Land
Use Compatibility Report. which will be
submitted to the Ohio State University early
in 2010.

Once the report is approved by the univer-
sity, it will be forwarded to the Federal Avia-
tion Administration for review and approval.

The FAA has 180 days fiom the dite it ac-
cepts the reporl to determine whether to ap-
prove each proposed noise compatibility
strategy.

It is typical for the FAA to have questions

'or comments on specif[-strategies, which
could-then require the OSU Airporf and its
consultant team to complete additional re-
view or analysis, said Keister in the release.

There may be some noise compatibilifv
strategies.that the university approves that d6
not. require FAA approval,' Keister said,
adding that should that occur. the aimort
could begin to implement those recommen-
dations prior to the completion of the FAA
review.

, For more information about the project or
the Part 150 process, visit the We'b site os_
uairportpart l50.com.
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Airport study
commqnts accepted

The deadline for submitting
commer$s on the dmft OSUAiT-
port FAR Part 150 Noise and
Land Use Compatibility Study
report has been extended from
Dec. 1 to Dec. ll.

The entire draft report is post-

ed online at http://www.osuair-
porQart I 50.com/documents.hfrnl.

This document includes ttrc final
versions ofChapten I through 8.

which were included in the Noise
Exposure Map (phase 1) submit-
tal to the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) earlier this
year. Chapters 9 through 13 and
Appendix W are new, and focus
on the Noise Compatibility (phase

2) review, analysis, findings and
recommendations. Comments are

being invited on these draft chap-

ters.

Chapters 9 tluough 13 are also
available forpublic review at OSU
Airport and at the Dublin, North-
west, and Old Worthington li-
braries.

Conrnents may be sent via e-
mail to Marie Keister at mkeis-
ter @ colurnbus.Ir.com.

All comments will be included
in the final OSU Airpot Part 150
Noise and Land Use Compatibil-
ity Report, whichwillbe submit-
ted to Ohio State early in 2010.





This Week – Worthington 
December 10, 2009 
Comments on OSU airport noise study don't have merit 
Wednesday, December 2, 2009 3:13 PM 

To the editor:  

The Ohio State University Airport would like to thank those who participated in the noise study 
that began in 2007. Expert noise consultants spent two years analyzing operations at the Airport, 
following standards set by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to ensure safety and 
provide consistent measures with similar airports. 

The study team provided numerous opportunities for input, and considered every idea submitted 
by the public. Each idea, whether it could or could not work at our airport, was examined and 
discussed completely and thoroughly at public meetings. 

The study could have concluded last year when the analysis and noise model confirmed that the 
average 65-decibel noise contour -- the critical level identified by all federal agencies -- was 
almost exclusively on airport property and not in residential neighborhoods. Still, the university 
proceeded with an effort to identify noise compatibility measures that might reduce the overall 
noise impact in our neighboring communities. The consultants have recommended 21 measures 
to be reviewed for possible implementation by the university and the FAA in the coming year. 

In a letter to ThisWeek on Nov. 9, Worthington residents John O'Keeffe and Jane Weislogel 
offered several questions and comments about the study, none of which have merit. For example, 
in their reference to a single-event value of 85 decibels, they failed to note that the noise impact a 
person will actually hear is approximately 75 decibels -- the equivalent of being 100 feet from a 
gas-powered lawnmower. 

They also suggested that the consultants did not address issues such as training operations or 
specific flight tracks over Worthington. In reality, those operations were examined in great detail 
and discussed extensively in public meetings. 

What is often overlooked by residents in the airport vicinity is that safety, both in the air and on 
the ground, is paramount in every decision made by Air Traffic Control and the pilots. Often, 
those decisions are dictated by weather, other aircraft in the area and aircraft-operating 
characteristics. 

The airport has been in northwest Columbus for more than 60 years. Our location is convenient 
to university students for research and flight training as well as to the local community for access 
to the air transportation system. We are committed to working with our neighbors, and this noise 
study is just one more example of our interaction with the community.  

 Doug Hammon  
Airport director  
Columbus  
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benefits by one percent every year it must increase officers wages by an extra percent to make up the difference. if that is rejected an 
arbitrator could step in. >> if you don't want to hear planes taking off don't move near an airport. sounds simple, but some people fear it 
will get worse if a planned expansion goes through. karina nova takes us inside the controversy. a. >> a plane in the sky usually causes 
curiosity. for this man it causes frustration. >> we had a loud jet at 6:03 this morning. it's disturbing. >> those planes find in and out of 
osu's don scott's airport just an earshot away from the man's home of over 30 years. jane and her dog maggie also live near the airport. 
>> i'd say too often, yes. i hear jets. i hear stage 2 leer jets. i hear twin engine planes and they are adjusting twaeur throttles overhead. 
>> this woman is a member of the group lose. it stands foree oppose ohio state airport expansion. >> some people might say you signed 
up for it when you built a house or moved in a house near the airport. >> very lazy argument. it was an academically driven airport. 
there was no reason for anyone to believe it would have been any different than that. >> some people fear that more corporate jets will fly 
out of here if they go ahead with plans to add more hangers annex tend the north runway. arrow figureses say improvements are needed 
for safety and for education. >> the students benefit from it because they do see the corporate, they are working with the corporates, they 
are involved with them on a daily basis. >> a noise study done at don scott has been presented at public meetings but residents still aren't 
convinced. that's why the airport is giving them more time to sound off about the plan before it goes to the faa for final review. as for the 
early and late night fly overs. >> there are no faa regulations on when you can and can't fly. we are a public facility, just like a roadw, 
open 24 hours a day. we don't provide services 24 hours a day, that's one way we can encourage people not to come in at night. >> 
encouragement this man says isn't enough as he continues to fight for a peaceful landing. >> i think that people deserve to have a quiet 
environment to live in, particularly when that is the case, that's been the case for many, many years. >> korean a nova, 10tv news. >> 
after the faa mix a review of the noise study the airport will still have to undergo an environmental study. arrow figureses moved the 
deadline for public comments to december 11th, that's next iday. residents in municipalities will  
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Letter: Airport's efforts should not be disregarded 

Published: Wednesday, December 9, 2009 6:08 PM EST - Dublin News 
 
To the Editor: 
 
As a Worthington resident and taxpayer who has attended every meeting of the OSU Airport's 
Part 150 Study, I have to wonder if the members of WOOSE (Dublin News, Nov. 25) are 
interested in truth, or their own version of it. 
 
At the very first meeting in 2007, the Part 150 Advisory Committee, which included an attorney 
from Toledo paid to represent the city of Worthington as well as Jane Weislogel from WOOSE, 
agreed that it would accept the outcome of the study, regardless of whether it was the outcome it 
wanted. 
 
Now, after two years of thorough analysis of aircraft operations and several public meetings, the 
outcome shows that noise from the airport the federal government considers significant remains 
on airport property and not in the nearby residential neighborhoods. Still, the airport has gone the 
extra mile to identify noise abatement measures to try to reduce noise for the immediate 
residential neighborhoods. 

Furthermore, the issue of the 050 degree turn was indeed addressed in the public meetings, and 
air traffic control has determined that any turn greater than 050 degrees would compromise 
safety and would create a conflict with Port Columbus traffic, but that a more northerly turn 
could be evaluated. 
 
Another assertion by WOOSE in its letter was that OSU Airport has an inferior noise complaint 
and aircraft tracking system to the Columbus Regional Airport Authority system -- a matter of 
personal opinion. Unlike the system at Port Columbus, the OSU Airport system has the 
capability for the public to file complaints directly from the Web site, which was a service 
requested specifically by WOOSE. It is a system that is also used at Boston-Logan Airport, 
Washington-Dulles and Reagan National Airport. In addition, all of the points made by WOOSE 
in the letter were in fact studied in great detail, and all of this information is documented in the 
report. 
 
David Zoll, the attorney hired by the city of Worthington, stated in a letter to City Council dated 
Nov. 8, 2009, that "I see no benefit to the city of Worthington to oppose or otherwise comment 
on the proposed Noise Compatibility Program, as it may provide some benefits to some 
residents." 
 
I hope City Council and its residents pay close attention to the legal advice of Mr. Zoll. 
Especially in these economic times, can the city of Worthington really afford to thwart any 
attempt to increase improvements in transportation and commerce in the area? 
 
Melanie Dickman 
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BY CANDY BROOKS 

ThisWeek Staff Writer 

Seven years ago, a crowd of residents filled Worthington City Council 
chambers to ask for help in halting the expansion of Don Scott Field.

Noise generated by planes and small jets was shaking houses and 
awakening people from their sleep, and an extension of the north runway 
would only make matters worse, they said.

On Monday, many of the same people were back to add their input as 
council signed off on a list of 21 recommendations designed to mitigate 
noise near the airport, especially over Worthington.

The recommendations, the outcome of a three-year process called a Part 
150 Study, will now be passed along to Ohio State University, which owns 
the northwest Columbus airport. They must be approved by the university 
and the FAA before they can be implemented.

Only time will tell if the recommendations are implemented or if they will make a difference, but the res
who spoke on Monday did not express much optimism.

But David Zoll, the attorney hired by the city six years ago to represent it in airport matters, said the 
recommendations may in the end have some value to city residents.

Olentangy River Road resident Kim Nixon-Bell expressed the same concerns that she did seven years
that the noise will only increase when the north runway is extended.

Resident Jane Weislogel said the analysis done by consultants was "flawed and simplistic" and should
sent back as a "do-over."

At the request of residents, council's resolution supporting the proposed mitigation actions included a s
pointing out that the main track for planes departing to the east includes schools, churches and outdoo
public spaces such as the Village Green. The number of children in those schools will also be included

Fourth-grader Maggie Rice told council that the students at Evening Street Elementary School are dist
by the noise from the planes. The noise also sometimes scares her early in the morning, she said.

A solution to the high number of planes flying over the central part of Worthington would have been a 
recommendation to direct planes to the east or north, but that recommendation was not forthcoming fro
consultants.

They concluded that sending more planes to the north would only shift the noise to other neighborhood
a direct east departure track would send planes into the airspace reserved for Port Columbus. There is
point pursuing that point, said Zoll.

"It's impossible," he said. "When they wave the flag of safety, everybody surrenders."

No part of the city qualified for mitigation actions because the study found the noise outside the airport
grounds does not exceed 65 decibels averaged over a year.
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That FAA requirement is not fair, but lawsuits challenging the cut-off point have not been successful, Z
council.

"It won't do us any good to go after the FAA and say they are underestimating noise impacts because 
battle had been fought and lost," Zoll said.

At the request of the city, the consultants did include single-event noise maps, which show parts of 
Worthington experience noise levels beyond 65 decibels.

Zoll agreed that the daytime population of Worthington should be included with the maps, but he was n
optimistic that it would make any difference.

"I've never seen a noise study where they counted the kids in the schools or the people in the pews," h

He said that he and Weislogel, who represented WOOSE (an organization of residents opposed to the
expansion), were fully engaged in the Part 150 study process. They attended all the meetings, asked 
questions, and gave input, he said.

The process, he said, worked.

"I find they did a fair job and I found no ulterior motives," Zoll said.
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This Week 
Letter  to the Editor 
Hammon offered no evidence for assertion 
Wednesday, December 9, 2009 12:56 PM 
 

To the editor:  

Last week's letter from OSU Airport director Doug Hammon asserted that WOOSE comments 
about the Part 150 Study had no merit. That's a strong statement. 

One would expect Mr. Hammon to have provided evidence to support his assertion. He did not. 

WOOSE early on encouraged the university to conduct a Part 150 Study and has been an active 
member of the Part 150 Advisory Committee and the technical advisory subcommittee. WOOSE 
representatives read all the documents, identified errors, offered corrections and attended as well 
as participated in all meetings. 

WOOSE was contacted by residents with questions and concerns not addressed at the OSU 
meetings or in the online documents. As a result, the comments WOOSE submitted to OSU were 
gathered from residents as well as from our review of the Part 150 documents. 

The WOOSE letter to the editor -- an outreach to residents, business owners and historic groups -
- encouraged them to review and comment on the Part 150 documents. That letter included a 
summary of our comments as well as a link to the OSU Web site. It is worth noting since our 
letter was published, the comment deadline was extended to Dec. 11, 2009. 

The WOOSE Part 150 comments and support materials were submitted to OSU on Nov. 13, 
2009. The OSU Part 150 site includes an Updated Appendix S Public Comments. One would 
expect comments recently submitted to OSU to be available there. As of this writing, the updated 
appendix contains a duplication of submitted comments concerning Phase 1; most were 
submitted more than one year ago. 

WOOSE stands by the comments submitted to OSU and the letter published in this paper. We 
suggest residents read the document and make their decision on the matter. The WOOSE 
document is available online at http://woose.org/part150-comments.pdf 
<http://woose.org/part150-comments.pdf> 

Residents have expressed appreciation for WOOSE representation and due diligence. We are 
humbled by these comments from the residents of our 206-year-old community. WOOSE and 
residents will continue to review and analyze the available data. 

We will continue to document noisy aircraft operations with complaints, the areas of exposure 
now verified on the SEL maps. As neighbors of the airport, we experience the impacts of KOSU 
on a daily basis and we continue to oppose the proposed expansion of OSU airport.  



  

John O'Keeffe, president  
Jane Weislogel,  vice president  
of WOOSE  
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Letter: Writers were right to refute opposition to 
airport study 
Published: Wednesday, December 16, 2009 5:15 PM EST 

To the Editor: 
 
Congratulations to Melanie Dickman for her recent letter (Worthington News, Dec. 
9). 
 
She stated the case for the airport administration clearly and noted, quite properly, 
that they had "gone the extra mile" in trying to satisfy the neverending WOOSE 
complaints and criticism. She adds another important and frequently ignored point 
with her last sentence, where she tries to remind everyone that we can't really 
"afford to thwart any attempt to increase improvements in transportation and 
commerce in the area." 
 
Airport Director Doug Hammon also discussed the noise study results (Worthington 
News, Dec. 9). Near the end of his letter, he noted that "The airport has been in 
Northwest Columbus for more than 60 years." 

What he was too kind to state is that the airport was here long before any of those 
WOOSE people's residences were built. As one who has lived near the airport for 
almost 46 years, and who has seen the developers build many houses around the 
airport -- and people enthusiastically move into them -- I would simply observe that 
the airport was here long before those complaining were, and, "If you can't stand 
the heat, get out of the kitchen." 
 
Jack Willer 
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LETTERS

A{guments have more merit
than airport ofticials admit
To the Editor:

The lettei from OSU Airport Director Doug Hammon
(Dublin News,Dec.2) asserted WOOSE comments about
the Part 150 Study had no merit.

That's a strong statement. One would expect Mr. Ham-
mon to have provided evidence to support his assertion.
He did not.

Another letter (Dublin News,Dec. g) asserted the Ad-
visory Committee - at a meeting on Sept. 19,2007 -
agreed to accept the outcome of the study. That is a mis-
characterization ofwhat took place. The record ofthat
meeting on Pages 8 and 9 of Appendix M at
osuairportpart 1 50. com/documents.html shows a majority
of the committee members agreed that an important goal
was acceptance ofthe study.

Worthington City Council unanimously passed a reso-
lution providing comment on the Part 150 Study on Dec.
7. The resolution is available at woose. orgl200El207-
worth-res.pdf. The resolution thanked the university for
conducting the Part 150 Study, supported the recom-
mended 21 mitigation alternatives and requested the ex-
tension ofnoise-sensitive hours as well the inclusion of
arriving and departing aircraft during those hours.

The WOOSE letter to the editor (Dublin l{ews, Nov.
25) an outreach to residents, business owners, and his-

toric groups - encouraged them to review and comment
on the Part 150 documents and provided a link to the
OSU Part 150 Web site. The WOOSE part 150 comments
and support materials, submitted to OSU on Nov. 13, are
available on the WOOSE Web site at woose.org. WOOSE
stands by the comments submitted to OSU and the letter
published in this paper.

WOOSE encouraged the university to conduct a Part
150 Study and has been an active member of the part
150 Advisory Committee and the Technical Advisory
Subcommittee. WOOSE read all the documents, ideirti-
fied errors, offered corrections and attended as well as
participated in all meetings. The comments WOOSE sub-
mitted to OSU were gathered from residents as well as
from our review of the Part 150 documents and were
submitted to assist OSU Airport in the development of
the. best possible Part 150 Study for submission to the
FAA.

During the Dec. 7 council meeting, Attorney David
Zoll expressed appreciation for the efforts and due dili-
gence of residents and WOOSE. Residents of our 206-
year-old community have also expressed their
appreciation to WOOSE.

Residents and WOOSE will continue to review and an-
alyze the available data. We will continue to document
noisy aircraft operations with complaints, the areas of
exposure now verified on the SEL maps. As Worthington
residents, we pay taxes and we value and advocate to-
preserve the quality of life we enjoy ih our homes,
neighborhoods, city and schools. As neighbors ofthe air-
port, we experience the impacts of KOSU on a daily
basis and we continue to oppose the proposed expansion
of OSU airport.

John O'Keeffe and Jane Weislogel
president and vice president, WOOSE
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