
Now that the results of the 
first phase of The Ohio State 
University Airport (OSU) 
Federal Aviation Regulation 
Part 150 Noise and Land Use 
Compatibility Study (Part 150 
Study) are nearly ready for 
review by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), the 
Noise Compatibility Program 
development phase can begin. 

The first phase of the Part 150 
Study determined the extent of 
the noise that exists around the 
Airport today, and is expected 
to exist around the airport in the 
future.

The analysis determined that 
the 65 Day-Night Sound Level 
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(DNL) contour – the FAA’s 
threshold for significant noise 
-- falls mainly within Airport 
property.  Land uses falling 
outside the 65 DNL contour are 
considered compatible.

While the Airport is not 
required by the FAA to pursue 
noise abatement strategies 
when the 65 DNL noise levels 
do not reach into residential 
neighborhoods, the University 
understands that noise concerns 
continue to exist throughout 
the surrounding community, 
and remains committed to 
exploring additional noise 
compatibility strategies. This 
will be the focus of analysis for 
the next several months.

PHASE II: DEVELOP A NEW NOISE 
COMPATIBILITY PROGRAM

Contact Us!Contact Us!
Part 150 Study
Learn more about the 
Part 150 Study and leave 
comments any time at www.
OSUAirportPart150.com.
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www.OSUAirport.org

Get Involved!Get Involved!
Progress on the Part 150 Study  
is being shared at public open 
houses held during the course of 
the Part 150 Study.  The upcoming 
Nov. 6 open house is the second 
of three that will be held. General 
public comments are welcome 
at any time via the website at 
www.OSUAirportPart150.
com. Comments specific to 
the noise exposure maps and 
draft companion report must be 
submitted by December 6, 2008.  

Have Questions? See the 
Web Site for Answers!

The OSU Airport Part 150 Study is 
following a number of technical steps 
required by the FAA, and mirrors 
best practices nationwide. For study 
materials, answers to frequently 
asked questions and more, see 
www.OSUAirportPart150.com.

The Ohio State University Airport
2160 West Case Road
Columbus, OH 43235

The public will be asked to provide input into potential noise 
compatibility strategies at the November 6 open house. Those who 
can’t attend may leave their comments on the web site at 
www.OSUAirportPart150.com.

Noise concerns expressed to date 
have focused on sound generated by: 

Training activity• 
Helicopter operations• 
Jet operations• 
Departure flight tracks• 
Nighttime operations• 

APRIL OPEN HOUSE ATTRACTS CROWD
Eighty people attended the April 
24th open house to learn more 
about the Part 150 Study process 
and review preliminary findings on 
the draft noise contours around 
the Airport.



THE PURPOSE OF THE OSU AIRPORT PART 150 STUDY
The purpose of the Part 150 Study is to document the existing operating conditions 
at OSU Airport and evaluate operational procedures and land use measures to reduce 
aircraft-related noise exposure in the surrounding communities.
The draft noise exposure contour maps and all public meeting materials are available 
at www.OSUAirportPart150.com. Public comments can also be provided at any time 
via the web site.

Noise is generated at the OSU Airport during 
aircraft takeoffs, landings and touch and go 
training operations. To describe an airport’s overall 
noise environment, the Environmental Protection 
Agency developed the Day-Night Average Sound 
Level (DNL), a specific method for assessing and 
predicting aircraft noise. The FAA requires DNL to 
be used in the preparation of all Part 150 studies. 
In addition, the FAA has established noise and land 
use compatibility guidance based on the DNL noise 
values.

NOISE EXPOSURE FINDINGSEXISTING NOISE ABATEMENT GUIDELINES

Draft noise exposure maps showing the Airport’s noise 
contours for 2008, 2013 and 2027 were presented at a 
public open house on April 24. Revised maps reflecting 
additional technical review and public input, shown 
above, will be presented at the next public open house 
on November 6. The public will have until December 
6 to review and return comments on the revised maps 
and draft Noise Exposure Map Report. The maps and 
companion report will then be finalized so that they 
can be submitted to OSU Airport and the FAA before 
the end of this year.

The University has a voluntary noise abatement 
program in place to address concerns of local citizens 
and to meet FAA regulations for a safe environment for 
aviation activities. Guidelines include:

Current Noise Abatement Guidelines 
for General Operations

Observe National Business Aircraft Association • 
Noise Abatement Program 
PLEASE FLY NEIGHBORLY. When possible, • 
avoid flying at low altitudes over noise sensitive 
areas. Maintain traffic pattern altitude except on 
departure or arrival. Use best climb speed and 
climb angle upon departure.
Traffic pattern altitude for helicopters: 1,500 Mean • 
Sea Level (MSL)
Traffic pattern altitude for small aircraft: 1,900 MSL • 
Traffic pattern altitude for jets: 2,400 MSL • 
Use reduced thrust and/or quiet climb procedures • 
when operationally and safely practicable
Use minimum thrust reversing on landing when • 
feasible
On approach, fly standard 3-degree glide slope or • 
use Visual Approach Slope Indicator (VASI) lights
Arrival-departure pairs should use the same runway • 
heading
Engine maintenance run ups prohibited from 10 • 
p.m. to 7 a.m. 
Voluntary curfew of Stage 2 jets encouraged • 
between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. 
Avoid Auxiliary Power Unit usage between 10 p.m. • 
and 7 a.m. and more than 1 hour before flight. 

Current Noise Abatement Guidelines 
for Training Operations 

Touch & go operations prohibited between 11 p.m. • 
and 7 a.m. 
Low practice approaches prohibited between 11 p.m.• 
and 7 a.m. 
Jet training prohibited • 

Additional Noise Compatibility 
Strategies to be Explored
At the upcoming public open house, the study team 
will outline these and other types of air traffic control 
procedures that other airports have established to 
reduce noise exposure. The team will also discuss 
prevention of incompatible land uses. The public will 
be encouraged to make suggestions. 

Based on additional technical analysis and public input, 
recommendations will be developed and presented 
for review and comment at a public open house next 
year. Final recommendations will be submitted to the 
University and, ultimately, to the FAA for review and 
approval. Recommendations approved by the FAA will 
become eligible for federal funds for implementation.

FAA Supports Next Steps in Noise 
Compatibility Study
The University has secured the FAA’s support 
and funding to evaluate a broad range of aircraft 
operational procedures and land use practices to 
help further reduce noise impacts on surrounding 
neighborhoods.

The DNL contours for aircraft noise exposure in the future (2013) 

The DNL contours for aircraft noise exposure today (2008)


