


Did you know?!
Bees do a ‘waggle dance’ to show their hive mates

where to find flower nectar. 

Bees communicate flower location using special dances inside the hive. One bee 
dances while other bees watch. The dancing bee smells like the flower patch and 
gives the watching bees a taste of the nectar she gathered to help them find the 

flower patch. The waggle dance tells the watching bees two things about a flower 
patch’s location: the distance and the direction away from the hive. The dancing bee 
waggles back and forth as she moves forward in a straight line, then circles around 
to repeat the dance. The length of the straight line shows how far it is to the flower 
patch. Bees dance at a specific angle away from straight up. Then, outside the hive, 
bees look at the position of the sun and fly at the same angle away from the sun to 

find the flower patch. Source: askabiologist.asu.edu/bee-dance-game/introduction

An Ohio State bee dancing!


